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We extend special greetings to all
our guests who are with us today.
Your presence, along with our
members and friends, is truly
valued. Know that all of God'’s
people are always welcome here at
Bethel.

If you would like to know more
about Bethel Lutheran, her pastor,
the Rev. Peter I. Ray, or any of the
parish’s programs and activities,
please contact the church office
(875-0510). You may also check out
our website by scanning the QR
code below. Again, welcome; and
may you have a blessed week!

About Bethel Lutheran Church

Bethel has been serving the Grove
City community since 1968,
ministering to its members and
friends, supporting Lutheran Social
Services programs like Faith
Mission and LSS Food Pantry.

Bethel is in partnership with
nearly 9,000 sister congregations,
26 Lutheran colleges (including
Capital University, Bexley and
Wittenberg, Springfield), 7
seminaries (including Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, Bexley),

240+ world-wide missionaries in
more than 40 countries and non-
profit social services network,
Lutheran World Relief...all
ministries of the 4-million-member
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (EL.C.A.). Bethel Lutheran
Church is also home to The
Amazing Kids Academy Preschool,
Stephen Ministries, AA groups, as
well as other community
organizations.

Bethel Lutheran Church is a
member of Pride in Grove City.



Welcome

We, the members of Bethel
Lutheran Church, Grove City, Ohio,
believe the following statement
represents our commitment and
desire to reach out and welcome
those in need of and searching for
God’s love.

We believe we are dll created in God’s
image and are all called to love our
neighbors as Jesus loves us. We
believe we are many members, but
one body in Christ, and called to unite
all people in God's love. We welcome
and affirm all people. We invite those
who are seeking God’s presence in
their lives to join us in our common
journey. Our faith community seeks
to unite persons of all ages, races,
nationalities, ethnic background,
sexual orientations, gender identities,
mental and physical abilities,
socioeconomic levels, and theological
backgrounds. Together in our
diversity, and being empowered and
directed by the Holy Spirit, we will
continually strive to “do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with our
God.” (Micah 6:8)

Worship and young children

All children are welcome in
worship. They are a valued part of
this faith community.

In addition, Bethel's Nursery (for
children up to approximately four
years of age) has paid staff at both
services. Thisis available to meet
the needs of your family and the
worshiping needs of the
congregation.

We have a “Parentseeker” paging
system for optimal communication
between nursery and parents
worshiping in the sanctuary.
Children’s bulletins are also
available in the narthex for
younger children to help them
make age-appropriate connections
with our weekly themes.

Bethel has video monitors in the
narthex and hallways if your child
gets restless.




Today’s
Biblical Theme

The rich man who comes to
ask Jesus what he should do
to inherit eternal life is a good
man, sincere in his asking.
Mark’s gospel is alone in
saying that Jesus looked on
him and loved him. Out of
love, not as judgment, Jesus
offers him an open door to
life: sell all you own and give
it to the poor. Our culture
bombards us with the
message that we will find life
by consuming. Our assemblies
counter this message with the
invitation to find life by
divesting for the sake of the
other.
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Quiet reverence
before the liturgy
allows prayer and
meditation

Please do not bring
food or drinks into the
Sanctuary during
Worship

Throughout the
service, C means the
congregation responds
as the bold print
indicates.

As a worship courtesy,
please silence or turn
off all cellular phones
and other
communication
devices during the
service.



Gathering

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

(please stand and face the baptismal font)

CONEFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Gracious God,
C havemercyon us.
We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes.
In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves.
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.
Draw near to us with grace in time of need,
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



P God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
the source of eternal healing,
your sins are forgiven.

C Amen.
OPENING HYMN Gather Us In ELW #532
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APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THEDAY

P Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking
what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the
way of your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

(please be seated)



CHILDREN'S TIME

Gathering - = Meal = Sending

FIRST READING (10:30AM) Amos 5:6-7,10-15
Amos was a herdsman by profession and a prophet by God’s call. During a time of
great prosperity in the northern kingdom of Israel, the prophet speaks to the wealthy
upper class. He warns his listeners that fulfilling God’s demand for justice brings
blessing, while corruption and oppression incur God’s wrath.

¢Seek the Lord and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.

’Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

¥They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.

"Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,

you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them,;

you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

2For I know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.

BTherefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.



14Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;
and so the Lord, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.
Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the Lord, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM (10:30AM)

12So teach us to number our days
that we may apply our ' hearts to wisdom.
BReturn, O Lord; how long ' will you tarry?
Be gracious ' to your servants.
4Gatisfy us by your steadfast love 'in the morning;
so shall we rejoice and be glad ' all our days.
SMake us glad as many days as you afflicted us
and as many years as we suffered adversity.
Show your servants your works,
and your splendor ! to their children.
May the graciousness of the Lord our God ! be upon us;

prosper the work of our hands; prosper our handiwork.

Psalm 90:12-17



SECOND READING (10:30AM) Hebrews 4:12-16
We cannot hide our thoughts, desires, and actions from God, to whom we are
completely accountable. Nevertheless, Jesus understands our human weakness and
temptations, because he also experienced them. Therefore we can approach the throne
of grace to receive divine mercy from Christ.

“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. *And before him no creature is hidden, but
all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an
account. Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the
heavens, Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. *For we do not
have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have
one who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. **Let us
therefore approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive
mercy and find grace to help in time of need.

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(please stand, as able)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL Mark 10:17-31

Jesus has been teaching his disciples about what is most valued in God’s eyes. Now, a
conversation with a rich man brings his message home to the disciples in a way that is
surprising but unforgettable.

7 As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” ®Jesus said to
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your
father and mother.’” 2°He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my
youth.” ?!Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell
what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.” 2When he heard this, he was shocked and went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.

ZThen Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” 2*And the disciples were
perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is to
enter the kingdom of God! %It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle
than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” They were greatly
astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” #Jesus looked at
them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all things are
possible.”

ZPeter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed
you.” #?Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers
or sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of
the good news, **who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses,
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in
the age to come eternal life. ' But many who are first will be last, and the last will
be first.”
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P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

(please be seated)
SERMON Rev. Peter I. Ray

(please stand, as able)

HYMN OF THEDAY Son of God, Eternal Savior ELW #655
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APOSTLES’ CREED

C I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, died, and was buried;

he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world,
and the whole creation.

A brief silence.
P Compassionate God, embolden the church to seek all who are lost, clothe
those who are naked, and mend what is broken. May we be generous

bearers of your eternal love. God of grace,
C Hear our prayer.
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P Sustaining God, as we approach harvest time, we pray for farmers, field
workers, and those who process crops. Keep us mindful of environmental
threats to the nourishing food that feeds the world. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

P Steadfast God, inspire world leaders to share resources and work collectively
to end global poverty, starvation, and preventable disease. Direct us to seek
justice and equity, that all may live in peace. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

P Loving God, we pray for those who are afflicted, tormented, grieving,
oppressed, and lonely (especially). Deliver the strength of your love and
compassion to all who need it today. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

P Generous God, we give thanks for the first nations and tribes who inhabited
this land (local Indigenous tribes or settlements may be named). We lament the
harm done by colonization. Call us to deeper appreciation and care for the
languages, rituals, and history of all Indigenous people. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be of fered.

P Ever-living God, we rejoice to be heirs of the eternal life made real in Jesus'
death and resurrection. We give thanks for saints of all times and places,
first and last, who still inspire us to faithful living. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the

saving grace you freely give, both now and forever.
C Amen.
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Gathering * Word « « Sending

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.
SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

(You may share a sign of God’s peace such as a handshake, wave, hug or other
appropriate greeting.)

(please be seated)

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, and the care of those in need. If
you are a first-time visitor, it is our privilege to have you worship with us. Please do not
feel the need or obligation to give a financial of fering. Your presence is gift enough to
God and to us.

Our members and friends have the privilege to participate in faithful financial
stewardship. Scan the QR Code below where you can give electronically.
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(please stand, as able)

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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pres -ence, and give

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Blessed are you, O God,
source of every gift of your creation.
By these gifts and with our lives,

help us to serve one another and all in need,

through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
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SANTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy)
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARIST PRAYER
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Jesus welcomes you to this table.
Come, here is your God.

C Amen.
(please be seated)

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Bethel welcomes to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians who believe that Christ
is truly present in the bread and wine of this meal. Children and adults who want
to receive a blessing instead of bread and wine may cross their arms over their
chest as they come forward. All are welcome!

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN We Come To The Hungry Feast ELW #479
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2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
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from hun - gry folk of ev - ry kind, the poor in bod -y,
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we  come to the hun-gry  feast.
with us; stll  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
(please stand, as able)
PASTORAL COMMENDATION

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A Holy God,
you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others
and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission out into the world.

BLESSING

P God all mighty,
God most merciful
+ bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN O Jesus,  Have Promised ELW #3810
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1 O Je - sus, [ have prom - ised to serve you to the end;
2 Oh, let me feel you near me; the world is cV - er near.
3 Oh, let me hear you speak-ing in ac - cents clear and still
4 0O Je - sus, you have prom-ised to all who fol-low you
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I see the sights that daz - zle, the tempt-ing sounds I  hear.
a - bove the storms of pas - sion, the mur - murs of self - will.
that where you are in glo - ry your ser - vant shall be too.
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I shall not fear the bat - tde if you are by my side,
My foes are ev - er near me, a - rtound me and with - in;
Now speak to re - as - sure me, to has - ten or con - trol;
And Je - sus, 1 have prom -ised to serve you to the end;
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nor wan - der from the path - way if you will be my guide.
but, Je - sus, then draw near - er to  shield my soul from sin.
now speak and make me lis - ten, O Guard-ian of my soul
oh, give me grace to fol - low, my mas -ter and my friend.

DISMISSAL
A Go in peace. Follow Jesus.
C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Lead Pastor: The Rev. Peter 1. Ray
Care & Visitation Pastor: The Rev. Jeffrey N. Wise
Organist/Director of Music: Ward Matthias
Pianist/Associate Musician: Ruth Hiles
Director of Choirs: Bree Johnson
Youth Coordinator: Jennifer Bueter
Nursery Director: Crystal Smith
Pre-School Directors: Jennifer Bueter & Cathy Tallman
Church Administrator: Cathy Tallman
Custodian: Jennifer Horvath
Retired/Resource Pastors: The Rev. Wil Hallman

The Rev. Andrew Mazak
The Rev. Joe Stark

“We acknowledge that we gather as Bethel Lutheran Church on the traditional land of
the Shawnee and Ofo and Kaskaskia Peoples past and present, including the
Adena/Hopewell Cultures, and honor with gratitude the land itself and the people who
have stewarded it throughout the generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to
learn how to be better stewards of the land we inhabit as well.”
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