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We extend special greetings to all
our guests who are with us today.
Your presence, along with our
members and friends, is truly
valued. Know that all of God'’s
people are always welcome here at
Bethel.

If you would like to know more
about Bethel Lutheran, her pastor,
the Rev. Peter I. Ray, or any of the
parish’s programs and activities,
please contact the church office
(875-0510). You may also check out
our website by scanning the QR
code below. Again, welcome; and
may you have a blessed week!

About Bethel Lutheran Church

Bethel has been serving the Grove
City community since 1968,
ministering to its members and
friends, supporting Lutheran Social
Services programs like Faith
Mission and LSS Food Pantry.

Bethel is in partnership with
nearly 9,000 sister congregations,
26 Lutheran colleges (including
Capital University, Bexley and
Wittenberg, Springfield), 7
seminaries (including Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, Bexley),

240+ world-wide missionaries in
more than 40 countries and non-
profit social services network,
Lutheran World Relief...all
ministries of the 4-million-member
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (EL.C.A.). Bethel Lutheran
Church is also home to The
Amazing Kids Academy Preschool,
Stephen Ministries, AA groups, as
well as other community
organizations.

Bethel Lutheran Church is a
member of Pride in Grove City.



Welcome

We, the members of Bethel
Lutheran Church, Grove City, Ohio,
believe the following statement
represents our commitment and
desire to reach out and welcome
those in need of and searching for
God’s love.

We believe we are dll created in God’s
image and are all called to love our
neighbors as Jesus loves us. We
believe we are many members, but
one body in Christ, and called to unite
all people in God's love. We welcome
and affirm all people. We invite those
who are seeking God’s presence in
their lives to join us in our common
journey. Our faith community seeks
to unite persons of all ages, races,
nationalities, ethnic background,
sexual orientations, gender identities,
mental and physical abilities,
socioeconomic levels, and theological
backgrounds. Together in our
diversity, and being empowered and
directed by the Holy Spirit, we will
continually strive to “do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with our
God.” (Micah 6:8)

Worship and young children

All children are welcome in
worship. They are a valued part of
this faith community.

In addition, Bethel's Nursery (for
children up to approximately four
years of age) has paid staff at both
services. Thisis available to meet
the needs of your family and the
worshiping needs of the
congregation.

We have a “Parentseeker” paging
system for optimal communication
between nursery and parents
worshiping in the sanctuary.
Children’s bulletins are also
available in the narthex for
younger children to help them
make age-appropriate connections
with our weekly themes.

Bethel has video monitors in the
narthex and hallways if your child
gets restless.




Today’s
Biblical Theme

Rooted in the past and
growing into the future, the
church must always be
reformed in order to live out
the love of Christ in an ever-
changing world. We celebrate
the good news of God'’s grace,
that Jesus Christ sets us free
every day to do this life-
transforming work. Trusting
in the freedom given to usin
baptism, we pray for the
church, that Christians will
unite more fully in worship
and mission.
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Quiet reverence
before the liturgy
allows prayer and
meditation

Please do not bring
food or drinks into the
Sanctuary during
Worship

Throughout the
service, C means the
congregation responds
as the bold print
indicates.

As a worship courtesy,
please silence or turn
off all cellular phones
and other
communication
devices during the
service.



Gathering

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE

(please stand and face the baptismal font)

CONEFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
who forgives all our sin,
whose mercy endures forever.

C Amen.

P Let us confess our sin and come to God for healing.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Gracious God,
C havemercyon us.
We confess that we have honored you with our lips,
but have harmed our neighbors with our tongues.
The cravings at war within us cause conflicts and disputes.
In our desire to be first we make distinctions among ourselves.
We place the needs of the poor and the suffering last.
In your great mercy, forgive us our sins.
Draw near to us with grace in time of need,
and turn us to follow in the way of Jesus Christ,
our Savior and Lord.
Amen.



P God promises to forgive our iniquity
and to remember our sin no more.
By grace you have been saved.
In the name of + Jesus Christ,
the source of eternal healing,
your sins are forgiven.

C Amen.
OPENING HYMN Oh, Praise The Gracious Power ELW #651
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1 Oh, ©praise the gra-cious pow'r that tum - bles walls of fear
2 Oh, praise per-sis - tent  truth that o - pens fist - ed minds
3 Oh, praise in-clu - sive love, en - cir - cling ev-'ry race,
4 Oh, praise the word of faith that  claims us  as God’s own,
5 Oh, praise the tide of grace that laps at ev-'ry shore
0 . . .
& L Il | i J_‘I_il J__" r} |r__I - [&]
L I I I I =
= — | i
and gath-ers in one  house of faith all strang-ers far and near:
and cas-es from their anx-ious clutch the prej - u - dice that blinds:
ob - liv-i-ous to gen - der, wealth, to  so - cial rank or place:
a liv-ing tem - ple built on Christ, our rock and cor - ner - stone:
with vi-sionsof a world at peace, no  lon - ger bled by war:
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We praise you, Christ! Your cross has made us one!
APOSTOLIC GREETING

P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THEDAY

P Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the
church in every age. Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.
Keep them steadfast in your word, protect and comfort them in times of
trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on the
church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

(please be seated)

RITES OF PASSAGE

Gathering = = Meal = Sending

FIRST READING (10:30AM) Jeremiah 31:31-34
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the
people to live upright lives. To know the Lord means that one will defend the cause of
the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed covenant is possible only because

the Lord will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God who
forgets.

3The days are surely coming, says the Lord, when I will make a new covenant
with the house of Israel and the house of Judah. 32t will not be like the covenant
that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the hand to bring them out
of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says
the Lord. **But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after
those days, says the Lord: I will put my law within them, and I will write it on
their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my people.



34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the Lord,”
for they shall all know me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the Lord; for
[ will forgive their iniquity, and remember their sin no more.

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM (10:30AM) Psalm 46

1God is our refuge and strength,
a very present ! help in trouble.
2Therefore we will not fear, though the ! earth be moved,
and though the mountains shake in the depths ! of the sea;
3though its waters ' rage and foam,
and though the mountains tremble | with its tumult.
“There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God,
the holy habitation of | the Most High.
5God is in the midst of the city; it shall | not be shaken;
God shall help it at the ! break of day.
¢The nations rage, and the ' kingdoms shake;
God speaks, and the earth  melts away.
"The Lord of  hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob !is our stronghold.
8Come now, regard the works ! of the Lord,
what desolations God has brought upon the earth;
’behold the one who makes war to cease in ' all the world;
who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the ! shields with
fire.
10“Be still, then, and know that 'l am God;
I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted 'in the earth.”
“The Lord of ! hosts is with us;
the God of Jacob ! is our stronghold.



SECOND READING (10:30AM) Romans 3:19-28

. No human beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are
brought into a right relationship with God through the divine activity centered in
Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin and empowers our
faith in Jesus Christ.

YNow we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the
law, so that every mouth may be silenced, and the whole world may be held
accountable to God. ?°For “no human being will be justified in his sight” by deeds
prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. ?But now,
apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the
law and the prophets, the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for
all who believe. For there is no distinction, Zsince all have sinned and fall short of
the glory of God; #*they are now justified by his grace as a gift, through the
redemption that is in Christ Jesus, ?whom God put forward as a sacrifice of
atonement by his blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his
righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had passed over the sins
previously committed; it was to prove at the present time that he himself is
righteous and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus.

27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of
works? No, but by the law of faith. 2For we hold that a person is justified by faith
apart from works prescribed by the law.

(please stand, as able)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 8:31-36

Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He
reveals the truth that sets people free from sin.

$1Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you
are truly my disciples; *2and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you
free.” ¥They answered him, “We are descendants of Abraham and have never
been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free?”
34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a
slave to sin. **The slave does not have a permanent place in the household; the son
has a place there forever. *So if the Son makes you free, you will be free indeed.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

(please be seated)

SERMON Rev. Peter I. Ray

(please stand, as able)
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HYMN OF THEDAY Lord, Keep Us Steadfast In Your Word ELW #517
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APOSTLES’ CREED

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world,

and the whole creation.

A brief silence.

P Lord of all, we give thanks for the whole church throughout the world. Open

wide the paths toward unity between denominations so that all followers
of Christ may join in shared worship and mission. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.
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P Renewing God, as the dying leaves display their beauty, we are reminded that
nature’s cycle of life includes and requires both life and death. Instill in
your people a mission of preservation and appreciation for trees, animals,
and waterways threatened by climate collapse. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

P Gracious God, in the spirit of reformation we pray for all who cry out for
relief from systemic oppression. May the hearts of those who occupy seats
of power be reformed so that peace becomes the center of our life together.
God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

P Comforting God, be with all who are sick, suffering, or grieving in our own
community and beyond (especially). Surround them with the promise of
your love, comfort, and grace that never ends. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

P Divine Guide, continue to challenge this community to be ever reforming in
our ministries and outreach efforts. Inspire creative ideas among us so that
the communal, grace-filled word of God remains at the heart of our
ministry. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be of fered.

P Almighty God, in Christ’s resurrection you ensure that though life be
wrenched away, death cannot win the day. May the truth of your saving
grace through faith sustain our hope for life in you. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.

P Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the

saving grace you freely give, both now and forever.
C Amen.
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Gathering « Word + Sending

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

(You may share a sign of God’s peace such as a handshake, wave, hug or other
appropriate greeting.)

(please be seated)

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, and the care of those in need. If
you are a first-time visitor, it is our privilege to have you worship with us. Please do not
feel the need or obligation to give a financial of fering. Your presence is gift enough to
God and to us.

Our members and friends have the privilege to participate in faithful financial
stewardship. Scan the QR Code below where you can give electronically.




OFFERTORY ANTHEM We Have Built This House on FaithChancel Choir

(please stand, as able)

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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pres-ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.
OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Blessed are you, O God,
source of every gift of your creation.
By these gifts and with our lives,
help us to serve one another and all in need,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
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SANTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy)
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EUCHARIST PRAYER

P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

18



Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,

and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;

to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,

be all honor and glory, now and forever.

C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember usin your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,
thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Jesus welcomes you to this table.
Come, here is your God.

C Amen.
(please be seated)

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Bethel welcomes to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians who believe that Christ
is truly present in the bread and wine of this meal. Children and adults who want
to receive a blessing instead of bread and wine may cross their arms over their
chest as they come forward. All are welcome!

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN We Come To The Hungry Feast ELW #479
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I We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a word of  peace.
2 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry for a world re - leased
3 We come to the hun-gry feast hun-gry that the hun - ger cease,
0 4 ‘ . . . . ,
A — , i 1 ' ! ' B : i ' 1
o Jh’ — ® » — o . E— S —
J |
To  hun - gry hearts un - sat - is - fied the love of God is
from hun - gry folk of ev - 'ty kind, the poor in bod -y,
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not de - nied. We come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
poor in mind. We come, we  come to the hun-gry  feast
with us; still  we come, we  come to the hun - gry feast.
(please stand, as able)
PASTORAL COMMENDATION

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in his grace.

C Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER

A Holy God,
you have welcomed us to this meal
and fed us with dignity at your table.
Send us now to welcome others
and to be at peace with one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

C Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission out into the world.

BLESSING

P God all mighty,
God most merciful
+ bless you, keep you,
and give you peace.

C Amen.




CLOSING HYMN A Mighty Fortress Is Our God ELW #504

i
i
IJ

I\jl} ! ]I 1 | 1 ! I H
1A might - vy for - tress is our God, a sword and shicld vic -
2 No strength of ours can match his might! We would be lost, 1e -
3 Though hordes of dev - ils  fill the land all threat-’'ning to de -
4 God’s Word for - ev - er shall a - bide, no thanks to foes, who
n;f = > f T
— T - S— i na == e i — 54'- r
% -dl- I I I I | I | I
to - rious; he breaks the cruel op - pres - sor’'s rod and
jeet - ed. But now a cham-pion comes to fight, whom
vour us, we trem - ble not, un - moved we stand; they
fear it; for God him - self fights by our side with
8] . | )
'gy > ' ] dl =~ 7 ] I '! f I
| | [ | I F.3 [ | | -
NI L | ol [ ‘ I I - hnal ~
4 1 N - "
wins sal - va - ion  glo - rious. The old sa - tan-ic foe
God him-self e - lect - ed. You ask who this may be?
can - not © - Ver - pow'r  us. Let this world’s ty - rant rage;
weap-ons  of the Spir - it Were they to take our house,
0 | ; |
7 71t =5 F—F—
O—F—o— — —f—ff*—*—=
J I ' | ' |
has  sworn to work us woe! With craft and dread - ful might
The Lord of hosts is  he! Christ Jc - sus, might - y Lord,
in bat - tle we’ll en - gage! His might is doomed to fail;
goods, hon - or, child, or spouse, though life be wrenched a - way,
n } J } ] ]
) A | | | i : Yy I ] I —
(R S s e et R B
) e ' ! Nl ©
he arms him - self to fight. On carth he has no e - qual
God’s on - ly Son, a- dored. He holds the field vic -to - rious.
God’s judg-ment must pre - vail! One lit - tle word sub - dues him.
they can - not win the day. The king-dom’s ours for - ev - er!
DISMISSAL
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Lead Pastor: The Rev. Peter 1. Ray
Care & Visitation Pastor: The Rev. Jeffrey N. Wise
Organist/Director of Music: Ward Matthias
Pianist/Associate Musician: Ruth Hiles
Director of Choirs: Bree Johnson
Youth Coordinator: Jennifer Bueter
Nursery Director: Crystal Smith
Pre-School Directors: Jennifer Bueter & Cathy Tallman
Church Administrator: Cathy Tallman
Custodian: Jennifer Horvath
Retired/Resource Pastors: The Rev. Wil Hallman

The Rev. Andrew Mazak
The Rev. Joe Stark

“We acknowledge that we gather as Bethel Lutheran Church on the traditional land of
the Shawnee and Ofo and Kaskaskia Peoples past and present, including the
Adena/Hopewell Cultures, and honor with gratitude the land itself and the people who
have stewarded it throughout the generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to
learn how to be better stewards of the land we inhabit as well.”
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