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We extend special greetings to all
our guests who are with us today.
Your presence, along with our
members and friends, is truly
valued. Know that all of God'’s
people are always welcome here at
Bethel.

If you would like to know more
about Bethel Lutheran, her pastor,
the Rev. Peter I. Ray, or any of the
parish’s programs and activities,
please contact the church office
(875-0510). You may also check out
our website by scanning the QR
code below. Again, welcome; and
may you have a blessed week!

About Bethel Lutheran Church

Bethel has been serving the Grove
City community since 1968,
ministering to its members and
friends, supporting Lutheran Social
Services programs like Faith
Mission and LSS Food Pantry.

Bethel is in partnership with
nearly 9,000 sister congregations,
26 Lutheran colleges (including
Capital University, Bexley and
Wittenberg, Springfield), 7
seminaries (including Trinity
Lutheran Seminary, Bexley),

240+ world-wide missionaries in
more than 40 countries and non-
profit social services network,
Lutheran World Relief...all
ministries of the 4-million-member
Evangelical Lutheran Church in
America (EL.C.A.). Bethel Lutheran
Church is also home to The
Amazing Kids Academy Preschool,
Stephen Ministries, AA groups, as
well as other community
organizations.

Bethel Lutheran Church is a
member of Pride in Grove City.



Welcome

We, the members of Bethel
Lutheran Church, Grove City, Ohio,
believe the following statement
represents our commitment and
desire to reach out and welcome
those in need of and searching for
God’s love.

We believe we are dll created in God’s
image and are all called to love our
neighbors as Jesus loves us. We
believe we are many members, but
one body in Christ, and called to unite
all people in God's love. We welcome
and affirm all people. We invite those
who are seeking God’s presence in
their lives to join us in our common
journey. Our faith community seeks
to unite persons of all ages, races,
nationalities, ethnic background,
sexual orientations, gender identities,
mental and physical abilities,
socioeconomic levels, and theological
backgrounds. Together in our
diversity, and being empowered and
directed by the Holy Spirit, we will
continually strive to “do justice, love
kindness, and walk humbly with our
God.” (Micah 6:8)

Worship and young children

All children are welcome in
worship. They are a valued part of
this faith community.

In addition, Bethel's Nursery (for
children up to approximately four
years of age) has paid staff at both
services. Thisis available to meet
the needs of your family and the
worshiping needs of the
congregation.

We have a “Parentseeker” paging
system for optimal communication
between nursery and parents
worshiping in the sanctuary.
Children’s bulletins are also
available in the narthex for
younger children to help them
make age-appropriate connections
with our weekly themes.

Bethel has video monitors in the
narthex and hallways if your child
gets restless.




Today’s
Biblical Theme

Widows are visible
everywhere in today’s
readings. Jesus denounces
those scribes who pray
impressive prayers but
devour widows' houses. He
commends the poor widow
who in his view gave far more
than the major donors. Jesus
doesn'’t see her simply as an
object of compassion or
charity. She, like the widow of
Zarephath who shares her last
bit of food with Elijah, does
something of great
importance.
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Quiet reverence
before the liturgy
allows prayer and
meditation

Please do not bring
food or drinks into the
Sanctuary during
Worship

Throughout the
service, C means the
congregation responds
as the bold print
indicates.

As a worship courtesy,
please silence or turn
off all cellular phones
and other
communication
devices during the
service.



Gathering

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PRELUDE Song of Unsung Heroes Gabriel Choir

(please stand and face the baptismal font)

CONEFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our refuge,
our delight,
our beginning and our end.

C Amen.

P Letuscome in truth before the one who loves us and has freed us from our
sin.

Silence is kept for reflection.

P Eternal One, robed in majesty and mercy,
C We confess that sin has taken hold of us
and we are complicit in its power.
We are disturbed in spirit and our hearts cannot rest.
Unbind us and set us free.
Lead us again to the waters of rebirth,
that we may live just and generous lives
for the good of your world
and the care of our neighbors,
following in the servant way of Jesus.
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P These words are trustworthy and true:
Christ bore our sins once, for all, on the cross,
swallowing up death forever.
For his sake, you are *+ forgiven
and God remembers your sin no more.
Let your heart be glad again,
and rejoice in your salvation.

C Amen.

OPENING HYMN As Saints of Old ELW #695
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1 Assaints of old their first-fruits brought of or - chard, flock, and field
2 A world in need now  sum-mons us to la - bor, love, and give;
3 In grat -i-tude and hum-ble trust we bringour best to - day
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to  God. the giv - er of all good, the source of boun-teous yield,
to make our life an of - fer - ing to God, that all may live.
to serve your cause and share your love with all a - long life’s way.

0 P = =

- | f
%EL b0 Sdee ) o
' - " -
SO we to - day  first - fruits would bring,the wealth of this good land,
The church of Christis call - ing us to make the dream come true:
O God, who gave vyour - self to us in Je - sus Christ your Son,
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of farm and mar - ket, shop and home, of mind and heart and hand.
a world re-deemed by Christ-like love; all life in Christ made new.
teach us to give our - selves each day un - til life’s work 1is  done.



APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,

and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.

PRAYER OF THEDAY

P O God, you show forth your almighty power chiefly by reaching out to us in
mercy. Grant us the fullness of your grace, strengthen our trust in your
promises, and bring all the world to share in the treasures that come
through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

(please be seated)

RITES OF PASSAGE

Gathering = = Meal = Sending

FIRST READING (10:30AM) 1Kings 17:8-16
This chapter begins the story of Elijah. God sends a drought on Israel because of the
sins of King Ahab. This passage depicts God’s saving acts not only on behalf of Elijah,
but also on behalf of those who are associated with the prophet, even a foreigner, the
widow of Zarephath.

8 The word of the Lord came to [Elijah,] saying, ? “Go now to Zarephath, which
belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there to feed
you.” 1°So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate of the
town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, “Bring me a
little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” * As she was going to bring it, he called
to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your hand.”



2 But she said, “As the Lord your God lives, I have nothing baked, only a handful of
meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug;  am now gathering a couple of sticks, so that I
may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, that we may eat it, and

die.” ® Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do as you have said; but first
make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and afterwards make something for
yourself and your son. * For thus says the Lord the God of Israel: The jar of meal
will not be emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that the Lord sends
rain on the earth.” > She went and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and
her household ate for many days. * The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did
the jug of ail fail, according to the word of the Lord that he spoke by Elijah.

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM (10:30AM) Psalm 146

1Hallelujah!
Praise the Lord, ' O my soul!
2] will praise the Lord as long'as I live;
I will sing praises to my God while I' have my being.
3Put not your ! trust in rulers,
in mortals in whom there 'is no help.
4“When they breathe their last, they return to earth,
and in that day ! their thoughts perish.
5Happy are they who have the God of Jacob ! for their help,
whose hope is in the ! Lord their God;
¢who made heaven and earth, the seas, and all that is in them;
who keeps promises forever;
7who gives justice to those who are oppressed, and food to ' those who
hunger.
The Lord sets the | captive free.



8 The Lord opens the eyes of the blind; the Lord lifts up those who'are
bowed down;
the Lord 'loves the righteous.
?The Lord cares ! for the stranger;
the Lord sustains the orphan and widow, but frustrates the way ! of the
wicked.
10The Lord shall ! reign forever,
your God, O Zion, throughout all generations.' Hallelujah!

SECOND READING (10:30AM) Hebrews 9:24-28
The letter to the Hebrews describes Christ as a high priest who of fers himself as a
sacrifice for our sin. Christ does not die again and again each year. He died once, is
alive with God, and will reveal himself on the last day.

24 Christ did not enter a sanctuary made by human hands, a mere copy of the true
one, but he entered into heaven itself, now to appear in the presence of God on our
behalf. % Nor was it to offer himself again and again, as the high priest enters the
Holy Place year after year with blood that is not his own; % for then he would
have had to suffer again and again since the foundation of the world. But as it is,
he has appeared once for all at the end of the age to remove sin by the sacrifice of
himself. 2 And just as it is appointed for mortals to die once, and after that the
judgment, 2 so Christ, having been offered once to bear the sins of many, will
appear a second time, not to deal with sin, but to save those who are eagerly
waiting for him.

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(please stand, as able)



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to Mark.
C Glory to you, O Lord.
GOSPEL Mark 12:38-44

After engaging in a series of public arguments with religious leaders in the temple,
Jesus contrasts the proud and oppressive ways of those leaders with the sacrificial
humility and poverty of the widow.

% As [Jesus] taught, he said, “Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long
robes, and to be greeted with respect in the marketplaces, % and to have the best
seats in the synagogues and places of honor at banquets! °° They devour widows’
houses and for the sake of appearance say long prayers. They will receive the
greater condemnation.”

“ He sat down opposite the treasury, and watched the crowd putting money
into the treasury. Many rich people put in large sums. 4> A poor widow came and
put in two small copper coins, which are worth a penny. ¥ Then he called his
disciples and said to them, “Truly I tell you, this poor widow has put in more than
all those who are contributing to the treasury. 4 For all of them have contributed
out of their abundance; but she out of her poverty has put in everything she had,
all she had to live on.”

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.
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(please be seated)

SERMON Rev. Peter I. Ray
(please stand, as able)
HYMN OF THE DAY Take My Life, That I May Be ELW #583
Refrain/Estribillo
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1 Take my hands and let them move
2 Take my sil - wver and my gold,
3 Take my voice and let me sing
4 Take my will and  make it thine;
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APOSTLES’ CREED

C

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P Rooted in God’'s abundant love for the world, let us pray for our neighbors,

the church, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

P Renew your church, O God. Make us servants to one another for the sake of

the gospel. Instill a heart for service and a passion for justice in our bishops,
deacons, pastors, and lay leaders (local church leaders may be named).
Merciful God,

C Receive our prayer.
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C

Renew your creation, O God. Sustain the earth and seas and all that is in
them. Kindle in us a reverent awe for all creatures great and small, and
strengthen us in our pursuit of climate justice. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

Renew the nations, O God. Heal our nation’s veterans from the unseen
wounds of war. Tend to their trauma and soothe burdened consciences.
Guide leaders of the world to end conflicts (current places of war and conflict
may be named) and pursue peace. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

Renew your people, O God. Protect those in our communities who are
vulnerable or ill (especially). Accompany persons who are unemployed or
underemployed, children who are in foster care, and those who live alone.
Watch over and uphold them. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

Renew this congregation, O God. Give us clarity in our mission and boldness
in our witness. Bless our ministries that attend to basic needs of any who
lack sufficient resources, that all may live with dignity. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be of fered.

P

Happy are those whose help was in you. We give thanks for all your faithful
ones who praised you as their God all their life long. As we eagerly wait for
you, inspire us by their lives of service. Merciful God,

Receive our prayer.

We offer our prayers to you, gracious God, trusting in your boundless love

for all that you have made, through Jesus Christ our Savior.
Amen.
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Gathering * Word « « Sending

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

(You may share a sign of God’s peace such as a handshake, wave, hug or other
appropriate greeting.)

(please be seated)

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, and the care of those in need. If
you are a first-time visitor, it is our privilege to have you worship with us. Please do not
feel the need or obligation to give a financial of fering. Your presence is gift enough to
God and to us.

Our members and friends have the privilege to participate in faithful financial
stewardship. Scan the QR Code below where you can give electronically.
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(please stand, as able)

OFFERTORY RESPONSE
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Let the wvine - yards be fruit-ful, Lord, and fill to the brim our cup of

IQ T \ ! — | \ I Ir\f I rm—
o ., . —_— e )
< el - !
bless -ing. Gath -er a har-vest from the seeds that were sown, that we may be

fed with the bread of life. Gath - er the hopes and the dreams of all; u -
0 . . f—
[ I T T 1 1 I - 1 I I I I i i i 1 ]
| = 1] 1 1| e 1
= - " } -
nite them with the prayers we of - fer now. Grace our ta - ble with your
0 .
[ 1 1 — n I I N 1 T S | I n |
@ be T g I I — I T T T . —T o |
& | - o | | I | | 1 Il |
- 1 - = r ‘ 1| | = Il |
o I --- =
pres -ence, and give us a fore-taste of the feast to come.

OFFERTORY PRAYER

A Lord Jesus, our portion and our cup,
you offered yourself in love for the world,
and in this meal you nourish us with your life.
Fill us with your abundance,
that we may feed the hungry and welcome the stranger,
trusting in your name.
C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING
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Let us give thanks  to the Lord our God.
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It is right to give our thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
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we praise your name and join their un - end - ing hymn:
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SANTUS (Holy, Holy, Holy)

n ] | — 1
Y I | - | ‘—ﬂl i l I P 77
e e s e T
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comes in  the name of the Lord. Ho-san - na in the high - est.

EUCHARIST PRAYER
P Holy, mighty, and merciful Lord,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.

In great love you sent to us Jesus, your Son,
who reached out to heal the sick and suffering,
who preached good news to the poor,
and who, on the cross, opened his arms to all.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Remembering, therefore, his death, resurrection, and ascension,
we await his coming in glory.

Pour out upon us the Spirit of your love, O Lord,
and unite the wills of all who share this heavenly food,
the body and blood of Jesus Christ, our Lord;
to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit,
be all honor and glory, now and forever.
C Amen.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen
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INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P Behold, God is making all things new.
Take your place in the new creation.

C Amen.
(please be seated)

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Bethel welcomes to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians who believe that Christ
is truly present in the bread and wine of this meal. Children and adults who want
to receive a blessing instead of bread and wine may cross their arms over their
chest as they come forward. All are welcome!

AGNUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence ELW #490
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1 Let all mor -tal flesh keep si - lence,and with fear and trem - bling stand,;
2 King of kings,yet born of Mar-y, as of old on earth he stood,
3 Rank on rank the host of heav-en spreadsits van-guard on the way;
4 At his feet the six - winged ser-aph, cher - u - bim with sleep-less eye,
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veil their fac - es to the  pres-ence, as with cease-less voice they cry:
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Christ our God to earth de-scend - ing comes full hom-age to

de - mand.

he will give to all the faith - ful his own self for heav’n-ly  food.
comes, the pow’rs of hell to van - quish, as the dark-ness clears a - way.
“Al - le - lu-ia! Al-le-lu - ia! Al - le - Iu - 1a, Lord Most High!”

(please stand, as able)

PASTORAL COMMENDATION

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Faithful God,
you have spread before us a feast of rich food and drink
in the body and blood of your Son.
Now send us out to labor with you,
in service to the world you have made,
and among the people you have made your home,
in Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.

C Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission out into the world.

BLESSING

P The Ancient One, enthroned,
the Crucified One, now risen,
the Indwelling One, poured out,
+ bless you now and forever.

C Amen.

23



CLOSING HYMN O, When the Saints Go Marching In ACS #950
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1 Oh, when the saints go  march-ing in, oh, when the
2 Oh, when the Lord in glo - ry comes, oh, when the
3 Oh, when the new world is re - vealed, oh, when the
4 Oh, when they gath - er round the throne, oh, when they
5 And on that hal - le - lu - jah day, and on that
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saints go march - ing in, O Lord,I want to be in that
Lord in glo - ry comes, O Lord,I want to be in that
new world re - vealed, O Lord,I want to be in that
gath - er round the throne, O Lord, I want to be in that
hal - le - Iu - jah day, O Lord, I want to be in that
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num-ber when the saints go march - ing in.
num-ber when the Lord in glo - ry comes.
num-ber when the new world is re -  vealed.
num-ber when they gath - er round the throne.
num- ber on that hal - le - lu - jah day.

DISMISSAL

P Goin peace. Encourage one another in Christ.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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