About Bethel Lutheran Church

Bethel has been serving the Grove City community since 1968, ministering to its members and friends, supporting
Lutheran Social Services programs like Faith Mission and LSS Food Pantry.

Bethel is in partnership with nearly 9,000 sister congregations, 26 Lutheran colleges (including Capital University,
Bexley and Wittenberg, Springfield), 7 seminaries (including Trinity Lutheran Seminary, Bexley, 240+ world-wide
missionaries in more than 40 countries and non-profit social services network, Lutheran World Relief...all
ministries of the 4-million-member Evangelical Lutheran Church in America (E.L.C.A.). Bethel Lutheran Church
is also home to The Amazing Kids Academy Preschool, Stephen Ministries, AA groups, as well as other
community organizations.

Bethel Lutheran Church is a member of Pride in Grove City.

Welcome

We, the members of Bethel Lutheran Church, Grove City, Ohio, believe the following statement represents our
commitment and desire to reach out and welcome those in need of and searching for God’s love.

We believe we are dll created in God’s image and are all called to love our neighbors as Jesus loves us. We believe
we are many members, but one body in Christ, and called to unite all people in God’s love. We welcome and

af firm all people. We invite those who are seeking God'’s presence in their lives to join us in our common
journey. Our faith community seeks to unite persons of all ages, races, nationalities, ethnic background, sexual
orientations, gender identities, mental and physical abilities, socioeconomic levels, and theological backgrounds.
Together in our diversity, and being empowered and directed by the Holy Spirit, we will continually strive to
“do justice, love kindness, and walk humbly with our God.” (Micah 6:8)

We proclaim the “good news” of the Gospel - that Jesus lived, died, and rose again to reunite us with God’s plan for
abundant life now, here in time, and for eternity. Despite our own sins and failings, we are loved, forgiven,
redeemed, and called to be reflections of God’s love in our dealings with all people. The free gift of God’s love
drives us into care for those most in need and who often subsist at the margins of our society. We work
intentionally against racismn homophobia, transphobia, misogyny, sexism and other attitudes or actions of
prejudice and hate and for the care of creation. We seek to be an anti-racist community that seeks to stand up
against the insidious power of white supremacy and Christian Nationalism.

As a church, we are liturgical and sacramental: that is, we follow rites and rituals for worship that connect us
with those who have gone before and those who will come long after our time on earth is past. Our liturgy isa “to
do” list for “the work of the people” in worship - confession, absolution (assurance of forgiveness), prayers,
proclamation of the Gospel lessons and learning through scripture and preaching and celebrating the sacraments
(Baptism and the Lord’s Supper) acts of redemption instituted by Christ himself. Worship prepares us for our
service to others in lives of gratitude for what God has done for us - for encountering Christ in the needs of
others, and for loving our neighbors as ourselves. We rely on the Scriptures (both the Old and New Testaments of
the Bible) as the source and guide of our teachings, knowing that the Holy Spirit can lead to new understandings
and applications of God’s word in our lives.
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Epiphany - A Limited Series!

Jan. 12 Episode 1: Jesus gets dunked

Jan. 19 Episode 2: Jesus goes to a wedding

Jan. 26 Episode 3: Jesus returns to his home church

Feb. 2 Episode 4: Jesus gets in a fight

Feb. 9 Episode 5: Jesus goes fishing

Feb 16 Episode 6: A radical message

Feb. 23 Episode 7: Jesus asks the impossible

Where do your offerings go? Every week we will list some (often forgotten) things that your offerings

help to provide.

This week: Our mower and cameras for security



FOOD PANTRY MINISTRIES: We are packing each bag with the same items each month. Here is a list
of the items that are needed: If you bring these items to church, please set them on the table in the
hallway across from the Fellowship Hall door.

1 box cereal 1 can/jar of pasta sauce 1 can of vegetables
1 can of chicken/tuna 1 box pasta 1 can of fruit
1 can of soup 1 jar peanut butter

JOIN IN EUCHRE FUN: We meet on the 3*° Sunday of the month (TODAY), at 4 p.m. There is a sign-up
sheet on the bulletin board. Refreshments are always appreciated but not required!

KNITTING GROUP: Come to the knitting group if you enjoy knitting or just want to learn how! The
group meets the last Saturday of each month, 2-4 p.m. in the Fishbowl Room!

CRAFTY GROUP: Will be meeting Jan. 17%, Feb. 21st,, & March 21%. 5-92:00 p.m. Come join the group,
you can bring your own crafts to work on or there are cards and other crafts you can do when you come!
Questions or need more info, call Karla Davis, 614-570-8401

CHOIRS: Wednesday Evenings at 6:30 p.m. for Gabriel and 7:00 p.m. for Chancel. Anyone interested in
singing, contact our Choir Director, Bree Johnson at 614-266-5940 or email froggieteacher@twc.com. All
are welcome to sing in the choir, young and old. There will be no practice on 1/1/2025.

YOUTH EVENTS & INFORMATION:

Middle School Mixer - Jan. 17, 18t & 19,

Youth Nite - Jan. 16" 6:00 p.m.

Mid-Ohio Food Bank - Jan. 21¢

Sign Up for Silent Auction Baskets - Narthex Bulletin Board
Youth Auction - March 7th

FLOWER CHART 2025: The new flower chart is up on the bulletin board near drinking fountains! If
you want to sponsor flowers in honor or memory of a loved one, the cost is $35.00, which can be placed
in the collection plate.) We have a church group of flower arrangers who will make a beautiful bouquet,
and you may take it home after the last service. (please return vase)

OFFERING ENVELOPES 2025: For those of you who still give by hand, you may pick up your 2025
offering envelopes in the Narthex. Next week is the last week for pick up.

GUIDING LIGHT GROUP: (retired, seniors - everyone!) Lunch and a Movie!

Jan. 28™ at 11:30 a.m. We will meet for a box lunch before watching “Conclave”. Pastor Ray will lead the
event. $5.00 to help cover costs of lunch, if you can. Please sign up today so that we can have an
accurate food count.

THE MOB: Men of Bethel...the call has gone out. Let us meet for our first gathering, Sat. Feb. 1, 9:00 am.
Breakfast will be served!

ADULT ED. W/Pastor Ray: “A Journey Through Luke & Acts” - Join Pastor and others for this
animated-enhanced Bible study - 9:30 a.m. Jan. in Fellowship Hall.

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT SUN
Jan 19 Jan 20 Jan21 Jan 22 Jan 23 Jan24 Jan 25 Jan 26
Pastor Ray at Trinity
Seminary
Couples Retreat

2025 CHURCH COUNCIL: Ken Linn, Ann Hoffman, Kat Wenger, Andrea Canning, Marcia Gormley,
Amy Phipps, Allison Garriga, Sari Klepacz, May Meeks and Heather Terry.

Pastor Ray is back at work! (as you can see) He will be in the office and at his home during his
rehabilitation. If you need him for anything, please call the church office. Please remember he is bound
to his boot, scooter, crutches and Valorie!

NEW OPPORTUNITIES TO SERVE IN WORSHIP:
Cross Bearer - carry the cross in at the beginning of worship/out at the end
Book Bearer - carry the book in at the beginning of worship/out at the end

These opportunities are open to all ages (need to be able to lift) adults are encouraged to sign up.
Sign-up on the bulletin board in the Narthex to receive more information and look for a practice date.

A.V./STREAMING MINISTRY: Interested in helping revamp & revitalize some well-worn equipment?
Want to help with how we produce our on-line product? Sign up on the sheet in the Narthex to find out
more about these next few exciting months.

JANUARY SERVICE EMPHASIS: Shelter Care Kts for LSS. Each kit should contain the following full-
size gender -neutral items: Shampoo, body wash, body lotion, adult toothbrush, toothpaste and
deodorant. See the display in Narthex.
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