BETHEL
LUTHERAN

E.L.C.A.

GROVE CITY

274 Sunday After Epiphany
January 19, 2025

Worship Services 8:30 A.M. & 10:30 A.M.



We extend special greetings to all our
guests who are with us today. Your
presence, along with our members and
friends, is truly valued. Know that all
of God's people are always welcome
here at Bethel.

Never been to a “Lutheran” or
“liturgical” church? It might at first
seem strange with all the singing and
sitting down and standing up. Know
all we do has meaning and function.
Pastor Ray is happy to explain any
confusing things for you.

If you would like to know more about
Bethel Lutheran, her pastor, the Rev.
Peter I. Ray, or any of the parish’s
programs and activities, please contact
the church office (875-0510). You may
also check out our website by
scanning the QR code below. Again,
welcome; and may you have a blessed
week!

Worship and young children

All children are welcome in
worship. They are a valued part of
this faith community.

In addition, Bethel’s Nursery (for
children up to approximately four
years of age) has paid staff at both
services. This is available to meet
the needs of your family and the
worshiping needs of the
congregation.

We have a “Parentseeker” paging
system for optimal communication
between nursery and parents
worshiping in the sanctuary.
Children’s bulletins are also
available in the narthex for
younger children to help them
make age-appropriate connections
with our weekly themes.

Bethel has video monitors in the
narthex and hallways if your child
gets restless.




Today’s
Biblical Theme

The Sundays after Epiphany
continue to celebrate the
revelation of God'’s glory to us
as it was made known to the
magi and to those on Jordan's
banks at Jesus’ baptism—today
using wedding imagery. Our
God rejoices over God'’s people
as those being married rejoice
over one another. By the power
of the Spirit there are gifts
galore for everyone. In Christ
Jesus the best wine is saved for
last. Taste and see.
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Quiet reverence
before the liturgy
allows prayer and
meditation

Please do not bring
food or drinks into the
Sanctuary during
Worship

Throughout the
service, C means the
congregation responds
as the bold print
indicates.

As a worship courtesy,
please silence or turn
off all cellular phones
and other
communication
devices during the
service.



« Word + Meal * Sending

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS Rev. Peter I. Ray

PRELUDE This Train Gabriel Choir

(please stand and face the baptismal font)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

P

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God,
our creator,
our protector,
our wellspring of life.

Amen.

Trusting that God receives our words and the meditations of our hearts, let us
confess our sin.

Merciful God,
You speak blessing and compassion into the world.
Forgive us for the ways we act
with judgment, cruelty, or indifference.
We ignore the needs of our neighbors;
we resist your call to oppose injustice;
we give in to scarcity and fear;
we assume the worst about one another.



Cleanse us from our faults

and release us from their grasp.

Show us your lovingkindness.

Restore our hearts and repair your world,
that we may live in Christ’s ways.

Amen.

P God proclaims these words of assurance:
“Do not fear, for I have redeemed you.
[ have called you by name. You are mine.”
In + Christ, you are forgiven.
In the Spirit, you are made free.
Refreshed by the waters of mercy,
live anew as beloved children of God.

C Amen.

PROCESSIONAL HYMN All Are Welcome ELW #641
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I Let us build a house where love can dwell and all can safe - ly
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3 Let us build a house where love is found in wa - ter, wine and
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APOSTOLIC GREETING
P The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the

Holy Spirit be with you all.
C And also with you.



PRAYER OF THEDAY

P Lord God, source of every blessing, you showed forth your glory and led
many to faith by the works of your Son, who brought gladness and
salvation to his people. Transform us by the Spirit of his love, that we may find
our life together in him, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
C Amen.

(please be seated)

CHILDREN'S TIME

word

FIRST READING (10:30 A.M.) Isaiah 62:1-5

The people’s return to Judah after the exile was marred by economic and political
troubles. Nevertheless, the prophet declares, Jerusalem and Judah will be restored. God
will rejoice over Jerusalem as a bridegroom rejoices over the bride, and the people are
called to the celebration.

1For Zion'’s sake I will not keep silent,
and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not rest,
until her vindication shines out like the dawn,
and her salvation like a burning torch.
2The nations shall see your vindication,
and all the kings your glory;
and you shall be called by a new name
that the mouth of the Lord will give.



3You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the Lord,
and a royal diadem in the hand of your God.
4You shall no more be termed Forsaken,
and your land shall no more be termed Desolate;
but you shall be called My Delight Is in Her,
and your land Married;
for the Lord delights in you,
and your land shall be married.
>For as a young man marries a young woman,
so shall your builder marry you,
and as the bridegroom rejoices over the bride,
so shall your God rejoice over you.

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

PSALM (10:30 A M) Psalm 36:5-10

5Your love, O Lord, reaches ! to the heavens,
and your faithfulness!'to the clouds.
¢ Your righteousness is like the strong mountains, your justice like ! the great
deep;
you save humankind and animals, O Lord.
7”How priceless is your ! love, O God!
All people take refuge under the shadow ! of your wings.
8 They feast upon the abundance ! of your house;
you give them drink from the river of | your delights.
?For with you is the | well of life,
and in your light ' we see light.
10 Continue your lovingkindness to ' those who know you,
and your favor to those who are ! true of heart.



SECOND READING (10:30 A.M.) 1 Corinthians 12:1-11

The congregation at Corinth experienced division as people were comparing their
spiritual gifts, thinking some to be superior to others. Paul invites this fractured
community to trust that God’s Holy Spirit has gifted them all perfectly for their mission
together.

1 Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to be
uninformed. 2 You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and led
astray to idols that could not speak. ® Therefore I want you to understand that no
one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and no one can
say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit.

4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; >and there are varieties of
services, but the same Lord; ¢ and there are varieties of activities, but it is the same
God who activates all of them in everyone. ” To each is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good. 8 To one is given through the Spirit the utterance
of wisdom, and to another the utterance of knowledge according to the same
Spirit, ? to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one
Spirit, 1°to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to another the
discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of tongues, to another the
interpretation of tongues. ** All these are activated by one and the same Spirit,
who allots to each one individually just as the Spirit chooses.

P The Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(please stand, as able)



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P The Holy Gospel according to John.
C Glory to you, O Lord.

GOSPEL John 2:1-11
Turning water to wine at the wedding at Cana is described as the first of Jesus’ signs.
Through many such epiphanies, Jesus reveals that he bears God’s creative power and
joyful presence into the world.

1On the third day there was a wedding in Cana of Galilee, and the mother of Jesus
was there. 2 Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. * When
the wine gave out, the mother of Jesus said to him, “They have no wine.” * And
Jesus said to her, “Woman, what concern is that to you and to me? My hour has
not yet come.” > His mother said to the servants, “Do whatever he tells you.” ¢ Now
standing there were six stone water jars for the Jewish rites of purification, each
holding twenty or thirty gallons. 7 Jesus said to them, “Fill the jars with water.”
And they filled them up to the brim. & He said to them, “Now draw some out, and
take it to the chief steward.” So they took it.
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? When the steward tasted the water that had become wine, and did not know
where it came from (though the servants who had drawn the water knew), the
steward called the bridegroom ° and said to him, “Everyone serves the good wine
first, and then the inferior wine after the guests have become drunk. But you
have kept the good wine until now.” ! Jesus did this, the first of his signs, in Cana
of Galilee, and revealed his glory; and his disciples believed in him.

P The Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to you, O Christ.

(please be seated)
SERMON Rev. Peter I. Ray

(please stand, as able)

1



HYMN OF THE DAY Jesus Come For We Invite You
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1 Je -sus, come! for we in - vite you, guest and mas - fter,
2 Je - sus, come! trans-form our  plea - sures, guide us in - to
3 Je - sus, come! in new cre a - tion, heav'n brought near in
4 Je - sus, come! sur-prise our dull - ness, make us will - ing
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paths un - known; bring your gifts, com-mand your ser - vants,
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o re - ceive more than we can yel im - ag - ine,
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speak and let us  hear your word: lead us through our need or
let us ftrust in you a - lone: though your hand may work in
chang-ing wa - ter I - to wine: rouse the faith of  your dis -
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doubt - ing, hope be  born and  joy re - stored.
se - cret, all  shall see what  you have done.
ci - ples— come, our first and great - est Sign!
rich - es, taste your love, be - lieve, and  live!
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APOSTLES CREED (10:30 A.M.)

C Ibelieve in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*

On the third day he rose again;

he ascended into heaven,

he is seated at the right hand of the Father,

and he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
P With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church,
the world, and all of creation.

A brief silence.

P Giver of gifts, you form each member of the church to serve. Inspire us to
boldly use gifts of welcome and healing, service and teaching, leading and
preaching, for the sake of your work in the world. God of grace,

C Hear our prayer.
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C

Refuge of creatures, you place all the living under the shadow of your wings.
Lead us in ways that tend to the needs of wild and domestic animals,
creatures threatened by extinction, and the environment we share. God of
grace,

Hear our prayer.

Voice of the oppressed, you call prophets throughout time. We remember the
Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., a voice for racial and economic justice and
for peace. Guide our nation in continuing to heed your prophetic call. God
of grace,

Hear our prayer.

God of steadfast love, as Jesus celebrated at Cana, nurture marriages and
relationships in mutual care; in times of separation or divorce hold tenderly
broken hearts and broken dreams. Be present to all who are sick, grieving
or in any need (especially). God of grace,

Hear our prayer.

Spirit of peace, celebrating this Week of Prayer for Christian Unity, we pray
for neighboring congregations and ministry sites (especially). Nurture our
shared commitment to embody Jesus’ love, justice, and healing. God of
grace,

Hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be of fered.

P

Wellspring of life, in living and dying we trust in you. We give thanks for the
saints (especially Henry, Bishop of Uppsala). Guide us in our living until, at
last, we rest in you. God of grace,

Hear our prayer.

We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope that your

promise is revealed among the people.
Amen.
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Gathering * Word + + Sending

God feeds us with the presence of Jesus Christ.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P The peace of Christ be with you always.
C And also with you.

(You may share a sign of God’s peace such as a handshake, wave, hug or other
appropriate greeting.)

(please be seated)

OFFERING

An offering is gathered for the mission of the church, and the care of those in need. If
you are a first-time visitor, it is our privilege to have you worship with us. Please do not
feel the need or obligation to give a financial of fering. Your presence is gift enough to
God and to us.

Our members and friends have the privilege to participate in faithful financial
stewardship. They share their gifts by envelope, direct deposit and other
electronic means. Scan the QR Code below where you can give a gift
electronically.
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(please stand, as able)

OFFERTORY MUSIC
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OFFERTORY PRAYER

A God of grace, your love reaches to the heavens,
and your abundance to the depths of the seas.
Bless what we offer to your service:
our gifts, our abilities, and our hearts.
Let us overflow with gratitude and generosity,
now and always.

C Amen.
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THE GREAT THANKSGIVING

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Lift up your hearts.
C Welift them to the Lord.

P Letusgive thanks to the Lord our God.
C Itisright to give our thanks and praise.

THE PREFACE

P Itisindeed right, our duty and our joy,
that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God,
through our Savior Jesus Christ.
By the leading of a star he was shown forth to all nations;
in the waters of the Jordan you proclaimed him your beloved Son;
and in the miracle of water turned to wine he revealed your glory.
And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven,
we praise your name and join their unending hymn:

17



SANCTUS Holy, Holy, Holy
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EUCHARISTIC PRAYER

P Holy One, the beginning and the end, the giver of life:
Blessed are you for the birth of creation.
Blessed are you in the darkness and in the light.
Blessed are you for your promise to your people.
Blessed are you in the prophets’ hopes and dreams.
Blessed are you for Mary’s openness to your will.
Blessed are you for your Son Jesus,
the Word made flesh.

In the night in which he was betrayed,

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
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Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,

and gave it for all to drink, saying:

This cup is the new covenant in my blood,

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.

Let us proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.

Christ is risen.

Christ will come again.

With this bread and cup
we remember your Word dwelling among us,
full of grace and truth.
We remember our new birth in his death and resurrection.
We look with hope for his coming.
Come, Lord Jesus.

Holy God, we long for your Spirit.
Come among us.
Bless this meal.
May your Word take flesh in us.
Awaken your people.
Fill us with your light.
Bring the gift of peace on earth.
Come, Holy Spirit.

All praise and glory are yours,
Holy One of Israel,
Word of God incarnate,
Power of the Most High,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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P Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name, thy kingdom come,

thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those

who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,

and the power, and the glory,

forever and ever. Amen

INVITATION TO COMMUNION

P The joy of the Lord is our strength.
Come, eat this meal of gladness.
C Amen.

(please be seated)

COMMUNION DISTRIBUTION

Bethel welcomes to the Lord’s table all baptized Christians who believe that Christ
is truly present in the bread and wine of this meal. Children and adults who want
to receive a blessing instead of bread and wine may cross their arms over their
chest as they come forward. All are welcome!
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AG&\IUS DEI (Lamb of God)
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1 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
2 O Lambof God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
3 O Lamb of God, you bear the sin of all the world a - way;
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.
e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN Jesus, The Light of the World ACS #914
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2 Joy - ful, all you na - tions, rise; Je-sus, the Light of the world;
3 Christ,by high - est heav’n a - dored, Je-sus, the Light of the world;
4 Hail the heav’n-born Prince of peace! Je-sus, the Light of the world;
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Christ, the ev - er - last - ing Lord! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
Hail the Sun of righ-teous-ness! Je-sus, the Light of the world.
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Shine all a-round us by day and by night, Je-sus, the Light of the world.

(please stand, as able)

PASTORAL COMMENDATION

P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ
strengthen and keep you in his grace.
C Amen.
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POST COMMUNION PRAYER
A Nourishing God,
at this table you have refreshed us
with holy gifts of food and drink.
Strengthen us for service,
and send us out to embody your good news
of liberation and healing for the sake of the world.
In the name of Christ we pray,
C Amen.

Sending

God blesses us and sends us in mission out into the world.

BLESSING

P The Spirit of the triune God
+ bless you with joy,
anoint you with compassion,
and send you in love.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN We Are All One In Mission ELW #576
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1 We all are one in mis - sion; we all are one in call,
2 We all are called for ser - vice, to wit-ness in God’s name.
3 Now let us be u - nit - ed, and let our song be heard.
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to plan and work to - geth - er that all may Kknow Christ’s love.
50 ev-ry folk and na - tion may feel God'swarm em - brace.
our var-ied gifts u - nit - ed by Christ,the Lord of all.
DISMISSAL

A Goin peace. Live in hope.

C Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE
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Lead Pastor: The Rev. Peter 1. Ray
Care & Visitation Pastors: The Rev. Jeffrey N. Wise
The Rev. Wil Hallman
Organist/Director of Music: Ward Matthias
Pianist/Associate Musician: Ruth Hiles
Director of Choirs: Bree Johnson
Youth Coordinator: Jennifer Bueter
Nursery Director: Crystal Smith
Pre-School Directors: Jennifer Bueter & Cathy Tallman
Church Administrator: Cathy Tallman
Custodian: Jennifer Horvath
Retired/Resource Pastors: The Rev. Andrew Mazak
The Rev. Joe Stark

“We acknowledge that we gather as Bethel Lutheran Church on the traditional land of
the Shawnee and Ofo and Kaskaskia Peoples past and present, including the
Adena/Hopewell Cultures, and honor with gratitude the land itself and the people who
have stewarded it throughout the generations. This calls us to commit to continuing to
learn how to be better stewards of the land we inhabit as well.”
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